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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced at a May 30 press conference 
new Government proposals for humanitarian aid contributions to Nigeria/ 
Biafra. The 15 million kroner* aid package consists of 3,000 metric 
tons of stockfish valued at 12 million kroner, 2 million kporier to de- 
fray the cost of packing and shipping the fish to a Norwegian port, and 
a one million kroner cash grant to the ICRC. 
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Enclosed is an Embassy translation of the Ministry's press release. 
The release notes that through April 1969 the Norwegian Government's 
contributions to Nigeria/Biafra in cash and kind were valued at 5200 
million kroner, while private Norwegian agencies had provided contri- 
butions valued at 21.9 million kroner. 
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Informal Embassy Translation 


Foreign Office 
Press Release, May 30, 1969 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs introduced in the Cabinet meeting a 
proposal for new Norwegian contributions to the humanitarian relief 
work in Nigeria/Biafra. 


Under the proposal the International Red Cross Committee will receive 

a cash grant of 1 million kroner*. In addition the committee will be 
allocated 500 tons of stockfish valued at an estimated 2.5 million kroner, 
of which approximately 500 thousand kroner represent payment of expenses 
connected with transporting the stockfish to a Norwegian port. 


The (Norwegian) Church Relief will, under the same proposal be allocated 
1,500 tons of stockfish valued at 7.5 million kroner, including approx-- 
imately 1.5 million kroner for payment of shipping expenses to a Norwe- 
gian port, plus 1,000 tons of stockfish valued at approximately 4 million 
kroner, exclusive of expenses for shipment to a Norwegian port. The 
aggregate contributions to the Church Relief will thus run to a value 

of just over 11.5 million kroner. , 


In all, the International Red Cross Committee and the Church Relief 
will receive, under the proposal, 3,000 tons of stockfish valued at 
approximately 14 million kroner, of which some 2 million kroner repre- 
sent payment of shipping expenses to a Norwegian port. In the case of 
earlier allocations the shipping expenses were financed by the relief. 
organizations themselves. In addition, there is the ‘above mentioned 
cash grant to the International Red Cross Committee of 1 million kroner. 


The value of the governmental contributions to the humanitarian relief 
work in Nigeria/Biafra including the new contributions, is estimated at 
almost 68 million kroner. 


Stating its grounds for increased contributions to the relief work, the 
Ministry points out that unfortunately there are few signs that the civil 
war is drawing to an end or that the suffering inflicted on the civilian 
population‘as a result of the military operations has been appreciably 
reduced, despite the impressive work which is being done by the private 
organizations, above all the International Red Cross Committee and the 
church relief organizations. Both the ICRC and the church organizations 
reckon that the relief work will have to continue for some time yet. 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has also recommended that an official 
Norwegian delegation be sent to Nigeria to get a first-hand impression 
of the situation on both sides of the front. After consultations with 
the relief organizations it is the opinion of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs that there is actually no need to send a Norwegian expert dele- 
gation to Nigeria for the purpose of conducting further studies or col- 
lecting detailed information regarding the relief requirements. Nor- 
wegian authorities can, among other things, make use of the comprehensive 
material which has been collected by ICRC and the church relief organi-~ 
zations experts. On the other hand, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
presumes that it may be useful, in view of the great interest in Norway 
on the situation in Nigeria, to send an official delegation which will 
give its members an opportunity to obtain personal impressions of the 
conditions in the country. In the opinion of the Ministry such a dele- 
gation should include, for example, two Storting representatives, along 
with representatives from the Directorate for International Development 
Assistance and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and from the administra-~ 
tion of the political youth organizations, who have displayed great in- 
terest in the relief work in Nigeria. The Ministry has estimated the 
expenses for travel to and stay in Nigeria and Biafra for 14 days for 

7 persons at 70,000 kroner. 


The following data concern previous Norwegian contributions to the relief 
work in Nigeria/Biafra: 


As early as the fall of 1967 the Government made the first grant for 
aid to the civilian population. By Royal Decree of October 26 1967, 
100,000 kroner was granted for the Red Cross relief work, and by Royal 
Decreé of March 15, 1968, a further 150,000 kroner was granted for this 
activity. On December 14, 1968, 1.2 million kroner was granted to the 
Norwegian Red Cross as a contribution to maintain the International Red 
Cross Committee airlift from Fernando Poo. 


Three different Storting resolutions in 1968 authorized contributions 
of about 11,000 tons of stockfish free of charge to the humanitarian 
relief organizations. These organizations have made several requests 
for allocation of stockfish, which has a high priority in the relief 


work in Par eria. Of the above mentioned quota, the Church Relief re- 
ceived 6,030 tons, the Norwegian Red Cross 2, 020 tons, the International 


Red Cross Committee (ICRC) 300 tons, FAO 1 5500 tons and UNICEF 1,167 
tons. The total value of stockfish contributions was 51 million kroner. 
It should be noted that this aid has gone to the needy on both sides of 
the front. 
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A review of governmental contributions as of April, 1969 indicates that 
Norway up to that time had allocated some 52.8 million kroner to relief 
work in Nigeria/Biafra. 


The private Norwegian relief organizations! own contributions are also 
very substantial; Church Relief and Norwegian Red ones contributions 
total 21.9 million kroner as of April, 1969. 
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SUBJECT: Nigeria - Department Spokesman's Comments 


REF: STATE 6°97 077.2: 9 


1, In addition to ON RECORD statement reported reftel, Department 
spokesman added following ON BACKGROUND: 
QTE To see this attack in perspective, the following factors must be 
borne in mind: 
1. Arms flights and relief flights are intermingled, Both utilize the 
same major Biafran airstrip, both use similar flight patterns over Nigerian 


territory to reach it, and both operate only at night, 


2, Thus, there is danger of confusion between the relief flights and 
on the arms airlift, under conditions in which both the approaches and the 
1\ \ Biafran airstrip are major military targets for Federal Nigeria, Any Nigerian 
- attempt to intercept an arms flight runs the risk of hitting the relief planes, 
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3, We have long been conscious of these dangers, We have repeatedly | 
urged both sides to reach agreement on daylight relief flights and surface 
corridors, This would not only increase the flow of relief supplies into 
Biafra but would avoid the present and extremely dangerous comingling of 
relief and arms flights which led to this tragic incident, UNQTE 


2, Ensuing question and answer follows in third telegram, 
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SUBJECT: Nigeria - Department Spokesman Statement 
1. Dept spokesman issued following statement at noon briefing June 6: 

QTE The US has learned with deep regret of the attack by the Nigerian 
Air Force on one and possibly more transport aircraft carrying relief supplies 


into Biafra, The exact number of aircraft involved and the circumstances 


are not yet clear, We are urgently seeking details, 

The US has taken a clear position with regard to relief in the Nigerian 
civil war, We have drawn a sharp distinction between the political issues 
underlying the conflict and humanitarian relief to both sides, We have 
consistently avoided military and direct political involvement in the war, 


| At the same time, however, we have played a leading role in the international 


a : effort to reduce suffering on both sides, The American people have contributed 
\ generously to this cause, 
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We have on a number of occasions urged Nigeria to take precautions 
which would avoid the dangers of action against relief operations, While 
recognizing the problem created by the intermingling of arms flights and 
relief flights, the United States Government deplores this attack, 

This incident underlines the urgency of alternative relief 
arrangements for daylight flights and surface corridors, This has 
been the mission of Ambassador C, Clyde Ferguson, our Special Coordinator 
for relief, who has been working with both sides to this end, UNQTE 
2, Additional background information follows septel, 
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REF; 091729 
In addition statement reftel, following questions and answers at xgenkine 
noon briefing June 6: 

QTE: Q. Are we making any representations directly to the Nigerian 
Government over this? 

A, Well, I have said we are urgently seeking additional details, I 
wouldn't rule that out, 

Q. Where is Ambassador Ferguson now? 

A, He is in Europe, I believe, having just been in Nigeria very recently, 

Q. Do you have any reason to believe we he was successful to any extent 
in obtaining agreement on surface corridors as one of the reasons he went back 


to Nigeria? 
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A. I don't know that he has reported in as a result of his last visit yet,| 
but there is no agreement on establishing the daylight flights or the land 
corridors, And that, of course, has been one of the frustrating problems, 

Q. Do you know which side was responsible for lack of agreement - or both? 

A, Well, I don't know that it's fair to choose up sides on this, on those 
two issues, The point is that there is no agreement, 

Q. Which side is holding it up? Or are both sides holding it up? 


A, I thought LI just answered that question in a way, There is no 


agreement, I didn't want to blame either side, As a point of reference 


on USG and private aid, the figures are approximately $60 million on the side 


of the Government and approximately $10 million on the side of private, 


Q, That's a total of 70? 

A, Yes, 

Q. Do you know offhand whether the planes used for the arms and for the 
relief are the same type of aircraft? I assume they are both cargo planes 


of-some sort, But do you happen to know offhand whether they are the same? zal 
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A. I would rather doubt whether they are specifically the same model ae 
make, But I think your suggestion that they are both transport is probably correct 

Q. One thing I'm unclear about here is the Nigerians claim that this plane 
did in fact have an arms load, as L understand it, And the American position is 
that it is seeking details, Do you in fact know, in connection with the statement 
of regret, that this was not carrying arms and that it was a relief flight? 

A, It is an ICRC plane and to the best of our knowledge none of these 
aircraft on any of their flights have ever carried arms, 

Q. Do the ICRC planes have special markings on them so that this is 
obvious? 

A, Yes, 

Q. The fact, sir, the flights are at night means it would be very 
difficult for anyone on the ground to see the markings? 


A, I think this is the problem, yes, 


Q. You said in your opening statement that the US has refrained from 
becoming involved in any way militarily or politically, Do you mean to raise 
the possibility that there might be a review of whether we should become 
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involved in any way politically as a result of this incident? || 
A. No, I would not take, from anything I said, any indication that 
there would be a change in American #8 policy, 
Q. Or that there is any review of that policy? 


A, Or that there is any review of that policy. UNQTE 
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IN! FOREFRONT OF THOSE: PRESSURING: GON: TO DO: MORE: ABOUT’ RELIEF FOR 

BIAFRA. AND: ABOUT SEEKING: POLITICAL! SETTLEMENT | ‘(ElbGos VIA 
EMISSAIES: TO! NIGERIA OR! VIA. WoNo)o BRIEFING: WAS: CLEARLY: 

APPECIATED: AND: HOPEFULLY WILL! HELP’ CHANNEL! PARLIAMENTARY . 

ENERGIES IN. RIGHT DIRECT]ONe 


60 THIRD: SESSION OF: DAY WAS: WITH! Re HOLMs DIRECTOR’ OF 

INTERNATIONAL: UNION ‘AGAINST TUBERCULOS: Ss. WHO FLEW IN: FROM 

HIS: OFFICE. IN. PARIS TO: URGE! US PROVIDE GRANT: TO. UNEON! 

FOR. TB: PROGRAM: FOR: ALL! NIGERIA, IDEALLY AS: LEAD’ TO: EVENTUAL! 

WIDER: EFFORT IN! BLACK AFRICA® (HE! NOTED: UNION IS. ALSO: 

ABOUT BEGIN PROGRAM: IN: GHANA®c) HOLM: PROVIDED: FERGUSON 

WITH: COPY OF: JANUARY’ 1968 STUDY ENTITLED: "PROUYECT FOR: 

INTERNATIONAL! ASSISTANCE: TO. TB PROGRAMS: IN|. AFRICA» WHICH. 
DESCRIBES: ‘UNTON® S’ "LOWSCOST APPROACH" TO PROBLEM: AND! WHICH: : 
HE’ SAID! HAD: RECEIVED! ‘FAVORABLE’ ATTENTION IN: AID: LAST YEAR« | 
FERGUSON EXPRESSED! 1k TEREST BUT’ EXPLAINED! OUR!:DESIRE ‘FOCUS: | 
ON' EMERGENCY PROGRAM FOR: EASTERN! REGION® - HOLM WILLI‘DISCUSS: . 

SUBVECT WITH! LINDT i GENEVA. ON JUNE: 6 ANDi IS WILLING: TRAVEL ‘TO 

WASHINGTON THIS: MONTH FOR’ FURTHER TALKS e 
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ACTION: UCF. 5 ae 
SO 


INFO! OCT O1sAF 12+EUR 17,10 13,UPW @jaCIAE: @@,DODE’ @OsNSAE @@;NSCE 


Bag, 


SSO OsUSIE’ BOs JPM. a4sH 2s INR’ G7 Li B3ANSC)_10sP O4sRSC a1 sSP: 2h 


SS 20sSCS. B40SCA O1sSR' O120RM B3rATD: 2B/RSR gi ecco: QBs /140 W 
Cem oateanecoteranomual Seeee 
0 8699302 JUN 69 ZFFe6 — 
FM AMEMBASSY’ COTONQU 
TO’ SECSTATE WASHDC: IMMEDIATE’ 2163. 
INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE. 
USMISSTION: GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY THE: HAGUE 
USINT SANTA ISABEL! 


P19 


SE: C:R ET COTONOU 614 
FOR FERGUSON FROM DAWSON 
SUBJECT? RSM = DC#7: 
REF% COTONOU 613: 


Jo SANTA ISABEL! HAS CONFIRMED To: COTONOU: DISAPPEARANCE: RED 
CROSS: DC°7 FROM. SANTA ISABEL’ NIGHT 576 JUNE ® 7 


20 ONE! AMERICANs DAVID’ BROWNe AIRCRAFT COMMANDER, REPORTED ON: 
AIRCRAFT*® PLEASE DO NOT RELEASE. NAME! UNTIL! RED! CROSS’ ANNOUNCE= 
MENT» 


3e LINDT IN GENEVA JUST INFORMED: BY’ PHONE® EXPECT HE: WILL: BE 
ARRIVING SOONEST® 


4o FOR. U/CF SUGGEST CONTACT WITH: CHURCHES: TRY: TO: ASCERTAIN: 
COND TION: ‘THEIR: AIRCRAFT. KNOX 
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45! . 
ACTION: AFi 18 


fo-9-9 
Cie © 


INFO: OCT Oj sEUR! 17410 13%SSO! @O+NSCE! OGrCCO BO»USIE BO,UCF g5;UPW al, \S 
CIAE! @2sDODE! BGs JPM @4eH. B2y INR: O7sL! OBeNSAE QOsNSC: igyP. B4o 


RSC @1+SP @2sSS: 202SR: B120RM. @3,SCS O4sSCA. B1eAID 2BeACDA 160 


RSR @1s/162: W 
Bes SS a ew 233569 
@) 611202. JUN. 69: ZFF «3: 
FM AMEMBASSY* LAGOS: 
TO SECSTATE. WASHDC: IMMEDTATE: 7013: 
AMEMBASSY THE: HAGUE. 
INFO: AMEMBASSY': LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU: 
USMISSJON: GENEVA 
USINT’ SANTA ISABEL: 


S Eic:R E:T LAGOS 5192: 
REFt COTONOU: 613: AND: 614s LAGOS. 5926 
LONDON: FOR FERGUSON 


lo IMMEDIATELY’ UPON RECEIPT COTONOU: 613. REPORTING POSSIBLE 
SHOOTING DOWN. ICRC’ Dce7s-.I REQUESTED: APPOINTMENT WITH: ARIKPOo 
I WAS ABLE TO. SEE! HIM AT’ ONCE: ‘TOGETHER’ WITH: ENAHORO® I REMINDED 
HIM: OF: OUR MEETING WITH: GEN* GOWON: ON JUNE: 3. IN’ WHICH: GOWON: 
STATED: THERE! WAS: NO POLICY’ CHANGE! WH'T CH: MIGHT-LEAD: TO RELIEF 
PLANES. BEING. ATTACKED! IN! THE! AIR! AND: HIS: STATEMENT: THAT’ IF: 
THERE! WAS: TO. BEi A: CHANGE’ IN: POLICY’ He: WOULD: NOTIFY: ALL! 

PARTIES CONCERNED: PRIOR: TO: INITIATION ANY NEW ACTION: AGAINST 
RELIEF AIRCRAFT*’ ARIKPO. WAS: THEN! INFORMED: WE! HAD: REPORTS: AS: 
YET UNCONFIRMED! THAT AN. ICRC! DG«7’ MAY HAVE! BEEN: SHOT DOWN: 

AND: TWO: OTHER! PLANES: ATTACKED». BOTH: ARIKPO ANDi ENAHORO: VISTBLY 


UPSETs ARIKPO: SAID!-HE: WOULD: CONTACT GOWON. AT’ ONCE. AND! WOULD! 
CET ME! KNOW RESULTSs -ARTKPO CONFIRMED THAT GOWON HAD’ GIVEN 


STRICT ORDERS: PLANES: WERE! NOT TO: BE! ATTACKED! IN: AIR‘ 


Be COTONOU' 614. ARRIVED! INi MEANTIME AND’ I HAVE CONFIRMED To 
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ACTION AF 18 Na SS 


INFO OCT @14EUR 17/10 13,SS0 @@sNSCE @8sCCO BGsUSIE @G,UCF 9559SCS B4, 
SCA @12SR B120RM @3.UPW Gl esATID PBsCIAE BB»DODE BOs JPM B4eH B2, 


INR @7+eL B@3sNSAE OB.NSC 18sP B4,RSC @1eSP B2sSS 2H2ACDA 16s 


CRsR a )vi6e W 


Pgs? 


Carer teow een ween ones 935335 
O G61430Z JUN 69 ZFF 46 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7018 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 

AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

AMEMBASSY COTONOU 

USMISSION GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY LISBON 

AMEMBASSY ROME 

JSINT SANTA ISABEL 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 

AMCONSUL KADUNA 

DIA 

CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 


DA 


CONFIDENT IY AL LAGOS 5112 
JOINT EMBASSY/DATT MESSAGE 


DIA FOR DIacoO 
DA FOR ACSI 


1e BRIG EKPOs COFSs (PROTECT)s» SUPREME HQs CONFIRMED 
TO DATT THAT NAF SHOT DOWN DC#7 NIGHT 5-6 JUNE IN 
VICINITY EKET (8439N @755E)¢ TWO: CREW MEMBERS 


i 

B 

PARACHUTED AND NOW IN CUSTODY OF FED MILITARY AT UYO> i 
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BOTH SAFEt PHYSICAL CONDITION UNKNOWNo LAGOS HAS 
INSTRUCTED MILITARY TO HANDLE WITH CARE AND To RETURN 
BOTH TO LAGOSe EXPECTED TO ARRIVE LAGOS JUNE 7. 


me SOURCE STATED ORDER TO INTERDICT AIRCRAFT STILL 
IN EFFECTe HE STATED OBU IS TO INTERDICT ARMS FLIGHT 
BUT NAF UNABLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN ARMS/RELITEF 
FLIGHTS» 


z¢ NO OTHER DETAILS KNOWN AT THIS TyMEe 


4e COMMENT: BELIEVE THAT FMG NOW CONVINCED KEY To 
MILITARY SUCCESS IN CRISIS IS CLOSING OF AERIAL 
RESUPPY TO REBELS+« STRONGLY RECOMMEND RELIEF 
AGENCIES CEASE RELIEF FLIGHTS UNTIL FMG POSITION 
CLARIFIED. 

GPe3 OLSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DECLASSIFIED 


es MND 


F204 B99 LE flo RA TMC ER |b 


Department of State TELEGRAM) 
© 


CONFIDENTYAL: 682 W 
& e WW & 
PAGE @1 LAGOS @5121 9617532 VON 
& 
45 - X) by 
ACTION AF: 78 oO 


INFO: OCT O1sEUR! 17910 13ySSO0: O@BsNSCE OBaCCO: GOsUSIE gBsSCS g4,SCA. aim 
UCF @52SR @120RM SpuU RW MARAT Fee tC TARE e@DODE Dee ndey B4eH B2% 


INR O7+L: @3¥NSAE: BGyNSC’ 1BsP: O4,RSC! B1oSP: B208S 2GrRSR' B17 146. W 
Cumomouavarenyecnaaae: 035731 

O 861620Z JUN 69° ZFF 26. 

FM AMEMBASSY’ LAGOS: ; | 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMED]ATE: 702g 

INFO: AMEMBASSY COTONOU’ IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USMISSION GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

AMEMBASSY THE’ HAGUE 

USINT SANTA ISABEL 


c ON F IDEN TY AL: LAGOS 5121 
REF LAGOS 5112 
SUBJs DOWNED DC#7 


te I CALLED ENAHORO: EXTAFF: TO REQUEST INFORMATION ON 
NAMES: AND: NATIONALITIES: pC*7 CREW REPORTED: CAPTURED 
UYOQ*« ENAHORO DID NOT HAVE: THIS INFORMATION: BUT SAID 
WOULD! INVESTIGATE’ ‘HE’ HAS JUST CALLEDp:-BACK TO SAY 
THAT BRIG* EKPO: HAD INFORMATION. BOTH! SURVIVORS: WERE 
AMERICAN BUT THIS. NOT CONFIRMED: SUGGEST: THIS 
INFORMATION. BE’ CLOSELY’ -HELD! UNTIL! VERIFIED® 

20 IN’ COURSE’ CONVERSATION: ENAHORO REMARKED: HE: 
ANTICIPATED NO RPT’ NO DIFFICULTY: IN: EFFECTING RELEASE 
OF CAPTURED CREW’ SINCE! THEY FLYING: FoR! LCRC: WHICH: 
PERMITTED TO OPERATE! .BY FMG: "AT. THEIR OWN: RISK"o 

HE SUGGESTED IT MIGHT BE' A DIFFERENT MATTER: HAD: PLANE: 
BEEN JCA AS! "THEY OPERATING: ILLEGALLY" HE! PROMISED. 
TO. NOTIFY ME: AS: SOON! AS. HE!-HAD! INFORMATION: ON: NAMES: 
AND: NATIONALITY® 


30 NIGERIAN MININFO HAS: 1SSUED: FOLLOWING: PRESS: RLEASE’s 
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NMREBEL:) DC’ 6 AIRCRAFT ‘DESTROYED’. YESTERDAY’ JUNE! 5! 19490 
THE: NIGERIAN: AIR FORCE! INTERCEPTED: A REBEL! AIRCRAFT 
OVER: EKET IN’ THE. SOUTH! EAST STATE! AND! ‘DESTROYED! ITe 

IT WAS: A 0C'-6. AIRCRAFT FLYING. INTOWULT - LHI ALAA AIRSTRIP * 
THE! PILOTS: WHO: WERE: SEEN: BAILING: OUT HAVE: BEEN! CAPTURED: 
AT UNO" 
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ACTION: AF: g7 


INFO: OCT @1,EUR: 8210 @3,UCF! @5sSSO @®» 


Pm RFoeR Opa oP negro 


RSC 015/026 W 
933376 


O- @61133Z YUN: 69: 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON” 

TO AMEMBASSY COTONOU: IMMEDIATE 
INFO: SECSTATE: WASHDC IMMEDIATE 869: 
USMISSION: GENEVA 

AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 


SECRE + Lonoon(ouos) 


FOR. AMBASSADOR FROM FERGUSON 


Kd a a 


Zz 9-9 


REQUIRE’ DAWSON REMAIN AT’ COTONOU! PENDING: FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS® 
UNDER! NO: CIRCUMSTANCES: SHOULD: DAWSON USE: AIRLIFT TO ULte 
ANNENBERG: 
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43 
ACTION AF 18 


INFO OCT O14EUR 17210 13,UCF @5sSSO @@sNSCE @M5CCO ABsUSTE @@rCIAE OG» 
DODE @BsJPM @4sH O2,INR B7eL B3,NSAE BAeNSC 1GeP B4eRSC O12SP O2, 


SS 24SR @120RM @34SCA @1s9SCS B4sAID 28e,UPW a1sRSR Bi»s146 W 


Fess ae aren Secrets Oe nT ere 135620 e 


O P @61652Z JUN 69 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 


TO SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 887 


INFO AMEMBASSY COTONOU PRIORITY KY 
USMISSION GENEVA nN 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE \ 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS BR, te 
§S Ec RE T LONDOW 4432 \. Ss a 
SUBJECT! FERGUSON APPROACH TO: BRITISH ON SHOOTING DOWN OF ae iy 
ICRC PLANE & 


}e IN ABSENCE OF PARLIAMENTARY UNDERSECRETARY MAURICE FOLEY 

WHO IN. WEST AFRICAs RELIEF COORDINATOR FERGUSON THIS AFTERNOON 

(JUNE 6) SAW FONOFF:’S SIR LESLIE MONSON (DEPUTY UNDERSECTY). 

JOHN WILSON (HEAD WEST AFRICAN DEPT) AND BRIAN BARDER AND URGED 

BRITISH TO TAKE PROMPT STEPS. TO BRING HOME TO FMG STRONG 

REACTION CERTAIN TO BE PRODUCED IN WORLD PUBLIC: OPINION BY ‘ 
SHOOTING DOWN ICRC: RELIEF PLANEe IT WOULD: ALSO: BE USEFUL FoR 

BRITISH TO ENCOURAGE FMG TO REPAIR DAMAGE DONE. TO SOME EXTENT 

BY MAKING PROMPT PUBLIC STATEMENT THAT NIGERIANS AGREED 
COMPLETELY WITH NEED FOR CROSS RIVER SURFACE ROUTE a : 
FOR RELIEF SUPPLIES AND WERE WILLING TO MEET WITH REPRESENTA® 
TIVES OF OTHER SIDE TO GET RELIEF OPERATION UNDER WAYe 


RELIEF. PLANES AND HAD ALREADY INSTRUCTED BRITISH HIGH COM 
LAGOS TO URGE FMG GIVE’ FULL! COOPERATION TO ICRC* AS LINDT WAS 
REQUESTINGs TO ASCERTAIN FACTS OF CASE* MONSON AND WILSON 
READILY AGREED WITH FERGUSON ON NEED FOR FOLLOWUP. MESSAGE RE 
NIGERIAN AGREEMENT TO SURFACE ROUTE aND WILLINGNESS TO TALK W{TH ! 
BIAFRANS*® WILSON SAID HE EXPECTED: CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC COMMENT iL 


@O 2e STR LESLIE SAID BRITISH SHARED OUR CONCERN ABOUT ATTACK ON 
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IN BRITAIN AND WITH: PARLIAMENT RESUMING BUSINESS JUNE 90 
PRESSURES ON GOV'T WERE LIKELY TO BE INTENSEe 


3« FERGUSON THEN BRIEFED BRITISH OFFICIALS ON HIS VISITS TO 
NIGERIA AND BIAFRA AND’ EXPRESSED HIS DEEP CONCERN ABOUT’ . 
EVIDENCE OF HARDENING ATTITUDE ON BOTH SINDES® BRITISH AGREED 
THAT WE ENTERING DANGEROUS PERIOD AND ASSURED FERGUSON THAT 
THEY WISHED TO REMAIN IN CLOSE TOUCH' ON ALL’ DEVELOPMENTS AND 
WERE ANXIOUS TO BE HELPFUL IN KEEPING FMG*S ATTITUDE ON 
RELIEF’ AND RELATED MATTERS AS FLEXIBLE AS POSSIBLE» ANNENBERG 
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